CHAPTER II.

THE LAST OF THE PERSIANISTS.

The Third Persian School, or School of Sa'ib

and Nabi: Sami. Rashid. Kami. Rahmf.

'Asim.   Independent   Persianists:   Nahiff.

Neylf.  Sheykh Riza.

In this chapter we shall consider the more noteworthy
members of the Third Persianist School, that group of poets
who look to Nabf as their leader and through him to the
Persian Sa3ib as their master, as well as some of the Inde-
pendent Persianists j leaving Raghib Pasha, the last and
greatest of the former, who occupies an important position
in the history of Ottoman poetry, for fuller consideration
at the end of the chapter.

Mustafa Samf Bey, famous alike as historian and poet,
was the son of one 'Osman Efendi who held the position
of Arpa Emini or Intendant of the Barley, as the comptro-
ller of the supplies of barley for Constantinople and the
Sultan's stables used to be called in olden times. Samf, who
entered the civil service and became a Clerk of the Divan,
was during the reign of Ahmed's successor, Mahmiid I,
appointed Waqi'a-nevis or Imperial Annalist, and as such
wrote the chronicles of the Empire from 1143 (I73i) till
1146 (173!) in which year he died.